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Angela Adams, Director of Children, Youth and
Families, Protective Services Divisionretired
in February, 2009. Angela has served children
and families in many capacities across her ca-
reer, including as a Child Protective Services
wor ker in Texas, as a N Me X |
~ Attorney, and as Division Director of Protective
Services. She and her husband have further con-
tributed to New Mexico chi
through adopting two children. Among many pro-
fessional achievements, Angela provided both
support and inspiration for the development of
this document, the 360 Degrees County Profiles
She has | ed New Mexico FDO ¢
vices utilize data to support all activities, to better
target and improve child welfare programs for
New Mexicobs children a f ami

Thank you, Angela!




Did You Know?

Incarcerated Parents and the Child Welfare System

Children in state custody with incarcerated parents represent a unique and understudied subpopulation of the child wel-
fare system. Unfortunately, there is limited research to shed light on the characteristics of this special population. Fur-

t her mor e, on a nat.i
custody. For example, national estimates

onal

|l evel ,

there is no agreement

for the percent of children in foster care
with an incarcerated parent range from
6% (Hayward, 2007) to 30% (Seymour,

New Mexico Children In CYFD PS Custody
During 12 rolling months ending 9/30/08

2001). The Children, Youth & Families| £ 4000 3,602
Department ds Resea i3r500‘ "
FACTS Bureau was therefore motivated | = 3.000 - 79.7%
to examine data for children in state cus- EE 2,500 -
tody with incarcerated parents. Using § 2,000 1
data from the Adoption and Foster Care| £ 1500 - 015 "
Administrative Reporting System § 1,000 uhe
(AFCARS) rolling 12 month file for the| £ 500 - mves
period ending September 30, 2008, it| 5 0 - .
was found that approximately 20.3% of No Yes
children in the Cus "Incarcerated Parent” as a condition associated with removal (Yes or No)
child welfare agen

. Source: AFCARS 12 Rolling Months For Period Ending 9/30/08.
parent(s)o as a cor Includes all children regardless of duration of stay in custody.

removal from home during the period

(see chart above).

Many measurements of state performance associated with the deployment of the federal Round Il Child and Family
Services Review include only children who were in care for eight days or more. For New Mexico, a higher percentage of
children in care eight days or more have an incarcerated parent (21.0%) than do children in care less than eight days

(17.6%). Looking across the last four state
fiscal years (SFY), for children in custody
eight days or more, it is clear that in New
Mexico there is a rise in the proportion of
children in state custody with incarcerated
parent as a condition associated with re-
moval (see chart).

The rise reflects the increasing challenges
the child welfare system is presented with,
and also infers a growth in prison popula-
tions. According to the US Department of
Justice, between 2000 and 2006 there
was a 12.9% increase in the national
prison population, and over the same time
period there was a 24.3% increase in the
New Mexico prison population (Sabol,
Couture, & Harrison, 2007). Over the last
10 years the New Mexico Corrections De-
partment has seen an average 3% in-
crease per year of total inmate population

% With Incarcerated Parent as condition
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Percent of Children With "Incarcerated Parent" as a condition
associated with removal from home.
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Source: AFCARS 12 Rolling Months For Period Ending 9/30/08.
Includes all children regardless of duration of stay in custody.

in New Mexico. Even more striking is the average 5.1% increase per year over the last 10 years in inmate population for
females (see chart below). This increase in incarcerated females is especially relevant for the child welfare system, as
single females make up the largest proportion of caretaker family structure for children in state custody.

Data for measures might differ from numbers reported elsewhere, due to differences in file run dates, county classificatiorssignment, or rounding methodology.
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Incarcerated Parents and the Child Welfare System

New Mexico Female Inmate Population
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Source: News Mexico Department of Corrections http://corrections.state.nm.us/statistics/
Note: * indicates projection.

The increase of prison populations and proportion of children in the Child Welfare Agency with incarcerated parents is
compelling, as researchers have suggested that incarceration of a parent is related to higher rates of parental substance
abuse (Phillips, Burns, Wagner, & Barth, 2004), along with unstable living arrangements for the family (Johnston, 1995).
These notions are supported by data from New Mexico, as having an incarcerated parent is significantly correlated with
other conditions associated with removal including: a)

fisut

housingo. Unfortunately, both substance abuse and inadequat

tential roadblocks for reunification between children in the child welfare system and their parents. (Wulczyn, 2004).

Other research implies the potential for continuing risks associated with children experiencing entry into the child welfare
system when the incarceration of a parent is a condition of removal from home. Specifically, authors have attempted to link
the incarceration of a parent with potential negative impacts on a child, including but not limited to increased risk for juve-
nile delinquency and post traumatic stress disorder (Gabel & Johnston, 1995). Unfortunately, the information which could
define and analyze such risks is not captured in the child welfare data presently collected. Further, a number of factors be-
yond the incarceration of a parent must be considered when gauging the potential risks for children in the child welfare
system.

I n summary, children with fAincarcerated parentso as @Hofcond

the children served by CYFD Protective Services for the 12 month period ending September 30, 2008. It should be noted
that many children of incarcerated parents in state custody do have positive outcomes. Rather than stigmatize children
with incarcerated parents one should recognize that these children often present related unique characteristics, case com-
plexities and associated challenges such as parental substance abuse and inadequate housing. The particular characteris-
tics and challenges of children with incarcerated parents would benefit both from further research and perhaps targeted
child welfare practice.
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Data for measures might differ from numbers reported elsewhere, due to differences in file run dates, county classificatiorssignment, or rounding methodology.
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BERNALILLJEAST (BRENNADOTSONCOUNTYMANAGER

AGEOFCHILDRENN CARE
QrR1 SFY 09 JLY- SEPTEMBER

Age BeIrEr;egtlllo
Range County
0-1Yr 17
1-5Yrs 104
6 - 10Yrs 40
11 - 15VYrs 39
16 - 17 Yrs 21
Total 251
Race of Children In Care
N=251
White 172
Unableto Determine | 1
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific o
Islander
Black or African American 28
Asian 3
American Indian or Alaskan Native 47
Source: Sm0907 0 50 100 150 200

County % of

R.I'_a (gtiaoln Region Totals

for Age Range
35 48.6%
180 57.8%
136 51.5%
92 42.4%
43 48.8%
486 51.6%

Source: Sm0907

There were 144,124 children in the
county in 2005: this represents 28.2% of
the stateds total
the county accounts for 28.2% of the
stateds total chil
had 23.1% of the stat
0in cared as of Septe
which is less than expected, based on
population alone.

chi

dr e

RACEAND ETHNICITYOF ALL CHILDREN

Bernalillo

Total Population2

Total Population
White
Black

American Indian or Alaskan Native

Asian

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Is-
lander

Some other Race
Hispanic or Latino

Under 18 yrs

Children

Children Under

Under 19 yrs Hispl)gnsgcr:s (;)rfigin Bernalillo New Mexico
162,306 87,329 592,570 1,854,938
84.6% 93.6% 72.5% 66.8%
3.8% 2.0% 2.8% 1.9%
6.2% 2.1% 4.3% 9.5%
1.9% 0.5% 2.0% 1.1%
0.1% 0.1% 20.0% 0.1%
3.3% 1.7% 14.9% 17.0%
44.3% 42.1%
144,124 511,768
10.0% 14.5%

% of Families Living under the poverty

Level

1.  Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division\Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Univ. of New Mexico.
2. Source: U.S. Census Bureau\State and County QuickFACTS

Data for measures might differ from numbers reported elsewhere, due to differences in file run dates, county classificatiorssignment, or rounding methodology.
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|
BERNALILLCEAST (BRENNADOTSONCOUNTYMANAGER

PROTECTIVEBERVICESREPORTAND INVESTIGATIONSQUARTERL SFY 09: ULY- SEPTEMBER2008

Investigations
County Accepted . . Total County % of State Number of  Victim Rate
Reports | gypstantiated  Unsubstantiated Investigations Total Children  per 1,000
9 Investigations?! Victims Childrer?
Bernalillo East 87 18.0% 395 82.0% 482 14.6% 147 7.4
Region Total 1,069 170 18.1% 769 81.9% 939 28.4% 268 7.4
State Total 3,332 883 26.7% 2,418 73.3% 3,301 100.0% 1,399 10.9
Not e: Not all ocaccepted reportsdé result in investigations completed during the pe
1. Both County and Regional data are calculated as a % of the Stateds total inves

2. For the quarterly360 DegreesCounty Profiles Report this information is calculated by annualizing the quarterly data. For the SFY Anr@é0 DegreesCounty Pro-
files Report this information is calculated, based on four quarters of reported data.

Source: SM01a02 and SM06a01

CPS Investigations in Bernaillo East
Qtr 1 SFY 09 July - September
N=482

82.0%

W Substantiated

[ Unsubstantiated

18.0%

CPS ALEGATIONYPESOF CHILD MALTREATMENTF QUARTERL SFY 2009: dLY- SEPTEMBER2008

Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse Physical Neglect
SOl Total Substantiated | Unsubstantiated | Total Substantiated | Unsubstantiated | Total  Substantiated Unsubstantiated
Bernalillo
East 353 51 14.4% 302 85.6% | 37 6 16.2% 31 83.8% | 913 208 22.8% 705 77.2%

Region Total | 682 88 12.9% 594 87.1% |105 12 11.4% 93 88.6% [1,664 345 20.7% 1,319 79.3%

State Total (2,506 540 21.5% 1,966 78.5% |316 64 20.3% 252 79.7% |6,486 1,738 26.8% 4,748 73.2%

Note: In every investigation there may be multiple allegations of maltreatment for one or more children. In counties with sthpopulations, very small numbers in any
category may render suspect any data collected during the period under review.

Source: SM06a01

Data for measures might differ from numbers reported elsewhere, due to differences in file run dates, county classificatiorssignment, or rounding methodology.
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