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Did You Know? 

Did you know that according to the Annual Homelessness Assessment Report to Congress (2007)   nearly one-
fourth of all sheltered homeless persons in the United States are age 17 or younger? According to the same report 
as many as one-third of all unsheltered homeless persons in the United States are persons in families.  Homeless-
ness has a profound and lasting effect on children and families.  Evidence shows that children who are victims of 
homelessness are at risk for health problems, poor nutrition, developmental delays, psychological problems, edu-
cational underachievement, and other risks to their general well being (Rafferty & Shinn, 1991).  This issue is of 
particular importance to child welfare agencies as research has shown that a high prevalence of family homeless-
ness has been found among children in foster care (Zlotnick, Kronstadt, & Klee, 1998). 
According to a 2005 count by the New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessness, there are approximately 17,000 
residents of New Mexico who experience homelessness each year.  New Mexico does not fare well on homeless-
ness in a national context.  A report released in by the National Center on Family Homelessness (2009) evaluated 
states based on extent of child homelessness, child well-being, risk for child homelessness, and state policy and 
planning efforts.  In this report New Mexico ranked 47th (1st=best) in the nation in child homelessness.   
A lack of adequate housing impacts the number of children placed with the New Mexico child welfare system.  

Although CYFD Protective Services does not measure children taken into custody as a result of homelessness per 

seΣ άƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎέ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

as a condition associated with removal.  

Inadequate housing is defined as facilities 

that are unsafe or inadequate for a child 

to reside in and includes cases of home-

lessness.  Of the children that had a cur-

rent or new placement with Protective 

Services in calendar year 2008, approxi-

mately one quarter (23.8%) had inade-

quate housing as a condition associated 

with removal from their caregivers and 

placement in the child welfare system.  

Studies have found that factors such as 

inadequate housing can have a detrimen-

tal effect on successful reunification 

(Jones, 1998). 

Homelessness and inadequate housing is 
not only a challenge causing the entry of children into state care; it is also a challenge for youth transitioning out 
ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎŀǊŜΦ  hƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ΨŀƎŜŘ ƻǳǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нллф ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
which does not include all children transitioning out of care in the CYFD Juvenile Justice agency.  Many of these 
children need support beyond what relatives or friends can provide.  To address this issue of inadequate commu-
nity support, CYFD had developed resources for youth via transitional living programs.  In New Mexico, through 
the Transitions program, multiple agencies are collaborating to assure youth exiting to emancipation or aging out 
of foster care at age 18 years have adequate housing.   

Homelessness 
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Transitions is a supportive housing program that is based in Albuquerque. It is based on the Housing First model 
and assists up to 10 youth aging out of foster care (ages 18 ς 21) that have significant behavioral health needs.  
These youth are provided with housing vouchers, very similar to Section 8 housing.  Youth pay up to 30% of their 
income as a contribution to support their housing needs.  There are also 10 vouchers for youth who have been 
released from juvenile justice facilities with similar needs for supports. This program is funded through New Mex-
ico general funds and federal Chaffee funds.  There is a partnership among CYFD, the New Mexico Behavioral 
Health Collaborative, the Supportive Housing Coalition of New Mexico and the Optum Health ς State Single Entity.  
Although coverage is not yet statewide, progress is being made to provide an array of services and resources to 
these youth. 
 
In addition to the resources directly offered through CYFD additional resources for the homeless in New Mexico 
are available.  For example the Supportive Housing Coalition of New Mexico is a non profit organization with more 
than 350 housing units aimed at the homeless, particularly those with behavioral health problems.  The homeless 
are also served by the New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessness.  
 
In New Mexico, advocates for youth housing and services have been working to acquire sustained revenues to 
support needed services for youth exiting the child welfare system.  In the 2008 New Mexico legislative session SB 
128 was introduced.  This bill was entitled "Foster Youth Transitional Support."  The bill asked for almost $1.7 mil-
lion in contracts for transitional living services and housing.  Further, $750,000 was requested for the provision of 
supportive housing for youth in transition and $650,000 was requested for recruitment, training and provision of 
specialized foster homes for older youth to support the intensive needs of certain youth in transition from foster 
care.  Unfortunately, New Mexico was unable to pass this bill during the 2008 session and no similar bill was intro-
duced in the 2009 session. 
 
Strides are being made to promote the alleviation and prevention of Homelessness in New Mexico at the state 
level.  For Example in April of 2009 Gov. Bill Richardson announced that New Mexico would be the recipient of 
$8.6 million dollars in funding specifically targeted at combating homelessness in the state.  Continuing progress 
should help to improve homelessness in the state and subsequently limit the number of children and families who 
experience homelessness in New Mexico. 
 
Jones, L. (1998). The social and family correlates of successful reunification of children in foster care.  Children 
Youth and Services Review, 20, 305-323. 
 
National Center of Family Homelessness (2009). !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ƻǳǘŎŀǎǘǎΥ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀǊŘ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎπ
ness. Newton, MA: Author. 
 
Rafferty, Y. & Shinn, M. (1991). The impact of homelessness on children.  American Psychologist, 46, 1170-1179. 
U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development Office of Community Planning and Development. (2007).  
 
The Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress. Retrieved October 15, 2009, from http://
www.huduser.org/publications/povsoc/annual_assess.html 
 
Zlotnick, C., Kronstadt, D., & Klee, L. (1998) Foster care children and family homelessness.  American Journal of 
Public Health, 88, 1368-1370. 
 

http://www.huduser.org/publications/povsoc/annual_assess.html
http://www.huduser.org/publications/povsoc/annual_assess.html
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AGE OF CHILDREN IN CARE  

QTR 4 SFY 09 APRIL - JUNE  2009 

Age 

Range 

Chaves 

County 

Region 

Total 

County % of 

Region Totals 

for  Age Range 

0  -   1 Yr 13 25 52.0% 

1  -   5 Yrs 48 162 29.6% 

6  -   10 Yrs 35 100 35.0% 

11  -  15 Yrs 25 87 28.7% 

16  -  17 Yrs 15 49 30.6% 

Total 136 423 32.2% 

Source: Sm0907 

RACE AND ETHNICITY OF  ALL CHILDREN 

 Chaves 1 Total Population 2 

 
Children  

Under 19 yrs 

Children Under 

 19 yrs of  

Hispanic Origin 
Chaves New Mexico 

Total Population 18,518 10,960 61,382 1,854,938  

White 93.3% 96.3% 72.0% 66.8% 

Black 2.8% 1.5% 2.0% 1.9% 

American Indian or Alaskan Native 1.4% 0.9% 1.1% 9.5% 

Asian 0.1% 0.1% 0.5% 1.1% 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Is-

lander 
0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 

Some other Race 1.7% 1.0% 21.2% 17.0% 

Hispanic or Latino   43.8% 42.1% 

Under 18 yrs   17,864 511,768  

% of Families Living under the poverty 

Level 
  17.6% 14.5% 

1. Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division\Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Univ. of New Mexico.  
2. Source: U.S. Census Bureau\State and County QuickFACTS 

There were 17,864 children in the county in 2005: this represents 3.5% of the 

stateõs total children under 18. While the county accounts for 3.5% of the stateõs 

total children under 18, Chaves County had 7.0% of the stateõs total children òin 

careó as of June 30, 2009, which is more than expected, based on population 

alone. 

CHAVES COUNTY (VIRGINIA VILARREAL COUNTY MANAGER) 

Southeast Region 
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES REPORTS AND INVESTIGATIONS - QUARTER 4 SFY 09: APRIL - JUNE 2009 

County 
Accepted 

Reports 

  Investigations   

Substantiated Unsubstantiated 
Total 

Investigations 

County % of State 

Total 

Investigations 1 

Number of 

Children 

Victims 

Victim Rate 

per 1,000 

Children2 

Chaves 193 36 19.5% 149 80.5% 185 4.9% 66 14.8 

Region Total 674 175 29.3% 423 70.7% 598 16.0% 269 15.1 

State Total 3,971 848 22.7% 2,892 77.3% 3,740 100% 1,295 10.1 

Note: Not all òaccepted reportsó result in investigations completed during the period under review. 

1. Both County and Regional data are calculated as a % of the Stateõs total investigations for the period under review. 

2. For the quarterly 360 Degrees County Profiles Report this information is calculated by annualizing the quarterly data.  For the SFY Annual 360 Degrees County 

Profiles Report this information is calculated, based on four quarters of reported data. 

Source: SM01a02 and SM06a01 

CHAVES COUNTY (VIRGINIA VILARREAL COUNTY MANAGER) 

CPS ALLEGATION TYPES OF CHILD MALTREATMENT  - QUARTER 4 SFY 09: APRIL - JUNE 2009 

County 
Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse Physical Neglect 

Total Substantiated Unsubstantiated Total Substantiated Unsubstantiated Total Unsubstantiated Substantiated 

Chaves 134 30 22.4% 104 77.6% 14 2 14.3% 12 85.7% 403 69 17.1% 334 82.9% 

Region Total 395 78 19.7% 317 80.3% 53 12 22.6% 41 77.4% 1,212 298 24.6% 914 75.4% 

State Total 2,646 455 17.2% 2,191 82.8% 291 52 17.9% 239 82.1% 6,595 1,568 23.8% 5,027 76.2% 

Note: In every investigation there may be multiple allegations of maltreatment for one or more children.  In counties with small populations, very small numbers in any 

category may render suspect any data collected during the period under review. 

Source: SM06a01 
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CHILDREN IN AN OUT OF HOME PLACEMENT FOR MORE THAN TEN DAYS  

WITH AN INITIAL EPSDT1 EXAMINATION   

MEASURES FOR QUARTER 4 SFY 09: APRIL - JUNE 2009 

County 

Children with an Initial 

EPSDT within 30 days and 

a Percentage of Eligible 

Children in Out of Home 

Placements. 

Children With a  

Completed EPSDT Exam  

During the  

Entire Reporting Period 

Total Children in Out of 

Home Placement Greater 

Than 10 Days 2 

Chaves 
# % # % # 

5 45.5% 9 81.8% 11 

Region Total 19 33.9% 29 51.8% 56 

State Total 110 41.0% 139 51.9% 268 

1. EPSDT = Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment Medicaid Medical Visits. 

2. Report counts all children entering care during the parameter period and remaining in care more than 10 days.  

Source: SM10a36 

CHAVES COUNTY (VIRGINIA VILARREAL COUNTY MANAGER) 

Chaves  County Total Region Total % of Region Total 

POINT IN TIME MEASURES: JUNE 30, 2009 

Number of Children in Care End (SM0907) 136 423 32.2% 

Number of Foster Care Providers  (PM02a01) 67 186 36.0% 

Number of Adoption Providers (PM02a01) 79 251 31.5% 

Number of Children with A Plan of Adoption (Sm0803)   53 163 32.5% 

 Number Children Freed and Waiting (Sm0803) 37 105 35.2% 

  Number of Children Freed and Waiting (With Adoption Resources) (Sm0803) 11 30 36.7% 

   Number of Children Freed and Waiting (Without Adoption Resources) (Sm0803) 26 75 34.7% 

Southeast Region 
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National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) Safety Measures 

Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) Permanency Measures 

CHAVES COUNTY (VIRGINIA VILARREAL COUNTY MANAGER) 

   A higher score is better for these four National Measures 

In New Mexico 26.9% of Children in Care had  

Incarcerated Parent as a Condition of Removal  

12 months ending 6/30/09  


