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N Did You Know?

Adoption Update

According to the Administration for Children and Families (ACF), since 1999, there have been at least
125,000 children in public care each year waiting to be adopted. This presents a great challenge for
adoptive children and those working to find them permanent homes. Public welfare agencies are re-
sponding to this challenge, and since 1995 there has been an overall national rise in the number of
adoptions of children that have public welfare agency involvement. Comparing federal fiscal year (FFY)
1995 to FFY 2006 there was a 98% increase in the number of such adoptions on a national level. New
Mexico adoptions have also followed this upward trend. A comparison between FFY 1995 and FFY
2006 shows that New Mexico had a 140% increase in the number adoptions of children that were in the
custody of the state. According to the most recent data from ACF, adoptions of children involved with a
public welfare agency have fluctuated on a national level in recent years; whereas the New Mexico Child
Welfare System has seen a consistent increase in the number of children adopted since 2003, as de-
picted in Chart 1 below.
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Source: Adoption and Foster Care Analysis Reporting System {(AFCARS)
Developed by CYFD-Protective Services: Research and Evaluation Unit, October 08

Data developed by the Children, Youth & Families Department (CYFD) for state fiscal years (SFY) for the
child welfare adoption system, reflects this trend. Although the numbers in Chart 2 below may differ
slightly from federal figures due to differences in sources and reporting periods, a continuing increase in
the number of adoptions in New Mexico is clear.

Data for measures might differ from numbers reported elsewhere, due to differences in file run dates, county classificatiorsgsignment, or rounding methodology.
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Chart 2
Number of Children Adoption that were in CYFD Custody SFY
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The numbers of adoptions for New Mexico are increasing; however, there are still many children waiting

to be adopted. During the 1st quarter of the 2009 state fiscal year (quarter ending September 30,

2008), 1003 children had oOoadoption as a permanency
waiting to be adopted. During this same quarter, 106 children were adopted in New Mexico, account-

ing for approximately 20% of children freed and waiting during that time period. This puts New Mexico

on pace to exceed the SFY 2009 number of adoptions (491). One of the continuing challenges for the

child welfare adoption program is that the number of children adopted during the entire SFY 2008 ac-

counts for fewer than half of children in the custody of CYFD with adoption as a permanency goal during

just the last quarter.

Adoption is an outcome that yields benefits for all involved. Nevertheless children adopted through the
child welfare system can have unique needs. CYFD or other entities provide services, depending on the
needs of the new family. Such services and resources include but are not limited to adoption subsidies,
mental health care, and support groups. CYFD is dedicated to supporting adoptive families with a goal
of creating permanent placements for adopted children. For more information on the benefits of adop-
tion please visit: http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/overview.cfm . For more information on becom-
ing an adoptive parent with CYFD please vidititp://www.cyfd.org/adoptionguidebook.html .

Data for measures might differ from numbers reported elsewhere, due to differences in file run dates, county classificatiorssignment, or rounding methodology.
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AGEOF CHILDRENN CARE
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Age
Range
0-1Yr
1-5Yrs
6 - 10Yrs

Southeast Region 11 - 15 YVrs

16 - 17 Yrs

There were 17,864 children in the county in 2005: this represents 3.5% of the Total
stateds total children under 18. While the
total children under 18, Chaves County had
caredé6 as of March 31, 2009, which is more
alone.

RACEAND ETHNICITYOF ALL CHILDREN

Chaves Region
County Total

15 34 44.1%
59 169 34.9%
38 102 37.3%
27 80 33.8%
14 49 28.6%
153 434 35.3%

ounty accoun

C
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Chavest Total Population?
. Children Under
UnCc:jf:elIrdlrgn rs 19 yrs of Chaves New Mexico
y Hispanic Origin

Total Population 18,518 10,960 61,382 1,854,938
White 93.3% 96.3% 72.0% 66.8%
Black 2.8% 1.5% 2.0% 1.9%
American Indian or Alaskan Native 1.4% 0.9% 1.1% 9.5%
Asian 0.1% 0.1% 0.5% 1.1%
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Is- 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%
lander
Some other Race 1.7% 1.0% 21.2% 17.0%
Hispanic or Latino 43.8% 42.1%
Under 18 yrs 17,864 511,768
B o —
% of Families Living under the poverty 17.6% 14.5%

Level

1. Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division\Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Univ. of New Mexico.

2. Source: U.S. Census Bureau\State and County QuickFACTS
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