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Incarcerated Parents and the Child Welfare System

Children in state custody with incarcerated parents represent a unique and understudied subpopulation of the child

| d th wel fare system. The New Mexico Children, Youth & Fami/l
nsidae IS reau was therefore motivated to examine data for children in state custody with incarcerated parents as a condition
i ssue: associated with removal. Using data from the Adoption and Foster Care Administrative Reporting System (AFCARS)

rolling 12 month files and looking across the last four state fiscal years (SFY), it is clear that there is a rise in the
proportion of children in custody with incarcerated parent as a condition of removal (see chart). This rise reflects the
increasing challenges the child welfare system is presented with, and also infers an associated growth in prison

populations.
Child Protective Services Safet _ Percent of Children With "Incarcerated Parent" as a condition
’ According to the US Depart-| ¢ associated with removal from home.
CPS Reports of Abuse and Neglect 6 ment of Justice, between 2000 | =
and 2006 there was a 12.9% | € 25%
CPS Investigations 8 increase in the national prison| S —
o population, and over the same E g 20% pr—
CPS Victims 10 time period there was a 24.3% | § § ~— + -
CPS Allegations 11 increase in the New Mexico| &< 15%
prison population (Sabol, Cou-| T E
Recurrence of Maltreatment 14 ture, & Harrison, 2007). The 4@% 10%
Children Maltreated in Foster Care 15 increase of prison populations| 8%
and proportion of children in| &8 & 5%
. . c ©
Permanency state custody with incarcerated | =
. 17 parents is compelling, as re- § 0% ' 1
Children In Foster Care searchers have suggested that| % SFY05 SFY06 SFY07 SFY08
Permanency Plans 18 incarcerat_ion of a parent is re- s . .
lated to higher rates of parental tate Fiscal Year (ending June 30)
Children with a Plan of Adoption 19 substance abuse (Phillips, Source: AFCARS 12 Rolling Months For Periods Specified.
o _ Burns, Wagner, & Barth, 2004), Includes all children regardless of duration of stay in custody.
Finalized Adoptions 20 and with unstable living ar-
. . rangements for the family
Children Reunified 21 (Johnston, 1995).
Children Reentering Care 22 These notions are supported by data from New Mexicobs c
Children with no More Than Two 23 significantly correlated wi t h ot her conditions associ a
Placements entd (alcohol and drug) and b) iinadeqguate housingo. T
parent must be considered when analyzing the potential risk set for such children. In summary, children with
Regional Data fii ncarcerated parentso as a condition as s ofith o the children t h
Region One (NW) o5 served by CYFD Protective Services for the 12 month period ending June 30, 2008. It should be noted that many

children of incarcerated parents in state custody do have positive outcomes. Rather than stigmatize children with
Region Two (NE) 28 incarcerated parents, one should recognize that these children often present related unique characteristics, case
complexities and associated challenges such as parental substance abuse and inadequate housing. The particular

Reg!on Three (Metro) 31 characteristics and challenges of children with incarcerated parents would benefit both from further research and
Region Four (SE) 34 perhaps targeted child welfare practice.
Region Five (SW) 37 Gabel, K. & Johnston, D. (1995). Children of incarcerated parents. New York: Lexington Press.
Johnston, E. (1995). The care and placement of pri soner gparenth Newdorle lrexingtonPress. Gabel & D. Joh
Regional Charts Com parison 40 Philips, S.D., Burns, D.J., Wagner, H.R., & Barth, R.P. (2004). Parental arrest and children involved with child welfare services agencies. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 74, 174-
186.
Sabol, W.J., Couture, H., & Harrison, P. M. (2007) . fi Pr i shingtenyDC: United Stafe® BepabtrBemtrofelastice, Budreau u st i c e

of Justice Statistics, Dec 2007.
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CPS REPORTS OF ABUSE AND NEGLECT (ANNUAL)
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2008

Accepted Reports

County "
Bernalillo 4,218
Catron 11
Chaves 656
Cibola 161
Colfax 135
Curry 437
De Baca 15
Dofa Ana 1,643
Eddy 525
Grant 261
Guadalupe 36
Harding 1
Hidalgo 65
Lea 462
Lincoln 139
Los Alamos 42
Luna 203
McKinley 325
Mora 18
Otero 326
Quay 134
Rio Arriba 228
Roosevelt 157
San Juan 779
San Miguel 267
Sandoval 689
Santa Fe 686
Sierra 94
Socorro 167
Taos 207
Torrance 142
Union 26
Unknown * 9
Valencia 569
State Totals 13,833

Source: Sm01a02

%

43.3%
55.0%
53.1%
43.8%
46.9%
50.4%
65.2%
43.6%
50.1%
45.9%
45.6%
14.3%
44.5%
50.4%
50.7%
39.3%
47.1%
45.7%
34.6%
47.7%
52.8%
41.2%
54.5%
46.1%
47.9%
42.9%
42.6%
38.4%
46.5%
42.8%
46.1%
38.8%
9.3%
44.5%
45.0%

2

#

5,530
9
579
207
153
430
8
2,122
523
308
43
6
81
455
135
65
228
386
34
358
120
326
131
909
290
916
924
151
192
277
166
41
88
709
16,900
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Not Accepted Reports

%

56.7%
45.0%
46.9%
56.3%
53.1%
49.6%
34.8%
56.4%
49.9%
54.1%
54.4%
85.7%
55.5%
49.6%
49.3%
60.7%
52.9%
54.3%
65.4%
52.3%
47.2%
58.8%
45.5%
53.9%
52.1%
57.1%
57.4%
61.6%
53.5%
57.2%
53.9%
61.2%
90.7%
55.5%
55.0%

8

Total Reports Received

#

9,748
20
1,235
368
288
867
23
3,765
1,048
569
79
7
146
917
274
107
431
711
52
684
254
554
288
1,688
557
1,605
1,610
245
359
484
308
67
97
1,278
30,733

% of State-
wide Total
31.7%
0.1%
4.0%
1.2%
0.9%
2.8%
0.1%
12.3%
3.4%
1.9%
0.3%
0.0%
0.5%
3.0%
0.9%
0.3%
1.4%
2.3%
0.2%
2.2%
0.8%
1.8%
0.9%
5.5%
1.8%
5.2%
5.2%
0.8%
1.2%
1.6%
1.0%
0.2%
0.3%
4.2%
100%

Notes:

1.

An Unknown report is a report that did not
contain a zip code at the time the report
was entered into the Family And Child
Tracking System (FACTS).

Accepted Reports are comprised of re-
ports of alleged child maltreatment with
sufficient basis to receive a subsequent
investigation by CYFD staff.

Not Accepted Reports are comprised of
reports of alleged child maltreatment with
insufficient basis to receive a subsequent
investigation by CYFD staff and may in-
clude duplicate reports.



CPS REPORTS OF ABUSE AND NEGLECT® (ANNUAL)
L JANUARY - DECEMBER 2008

Notes:

1. A screening determination on an incoming report is made by State Accepted Reports
Central Intake (SCI). Once accepted, the PS report is assigned to the

appropriate county office for investigation.

35,000 1
2. Reasons for non-acceptance of a report may include: 30,000 -
e No specific allegation/risk of abuse/neglect, 25 000 A
e Insufficient information to investigate, ' 18.749
20.000 A 17,345 ! 17,623
e Referral to another agency, ' 14,931 15,722 15,643 13833
e Perpetrator is non-caretaker/out-of-home, 15,000 A '
e Referral to law enforcement, 10,000 1
e Does not meet sufficiency screening criteria, and/or 5000 A
e Duplicate reports. ’
O T T T T T T
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Total Reports Not Accepted or
Screened -Out Reports 2
35,000 7 30,838 31,038 30,997 31,083 30,733
30,000 - 27,525 _—# ¢ ¢ ¢ — 35,000 -
24,817
25,000 A 30,000 -
20,000 T 25,000 -
20,000 - 16,900

15.000 - la4qs 15275 15440
15,000 A 12,089 '
* 9886 10,180
10,000 - 10.000 -

5,000 A 5,000 T

O T T T T T T 1 o T T T T T T
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Source: SM01a02
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CPS INVESTIGATIONS (ANNUAL)

L JANUARY - DECEMBER 2008
Accepted Substantiated Unsubstantiated Total  County % of State Total Dl er 2 Victims Rate per
Szl Reports Investigations Sut_)star_ltlgted 1,000
# % # % # Child Victims ’

Bernalillo East 4218 381 19.5% 1,570 80.5% 1,951 14.3% 546 70
Bernalillo West 352 17.0% 1,719 83.0% 2,071 15.2% 470
Catron 11 3 37.5% 5 62.5% 8 0.1% 5 6.7
Chaves 656 238 37.4% 398 62.6% 636 4.7% 378 21.2
Cibola 161 59 39.1% 92 60.9% 151 1.1% 201 25.6
Colfax 135 32 24.1% 101 75.9% 133 1.0% 40 11.2
Curry 437 175 42.2% 240 57.8% 415 3.0% 249 18.4
De Baca 15 5 31.3% 11 68.8% 16 0.1% 5 9.3
Dofa Ana 1,643 392 23.3% 1,287 76.7% 1,679 12.3% 599 11.5
Eddy 525 140 26.2% 395 73.8% 535 3.9% 201 135
Grant 261 55 17.7% 256 82.3% 311 2.3% 69 8.5
Guadalupe 36 14 46.7% 16 53.3% 30 0.2% 23 18.7
Harding 1 1 100.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.0% 1 6.1
Hidalgo 65 15 30.6% 34 69.4% 49 0.4% 20 10.6
Lea 462 179 35.7% 323 64.3% 502 3.7% 257 15.4
Lincoln 139 47 35.9% 84 64.1% 131 1.0% 55 125
Los Alamos 42 11 23.9% 35 76.1% 46 0.3% 12 2.5
Luna 203 59 31.9% 126 68.1% 185 1.4% 79 10.5
McKinley 325 113 33.4% 225 66.6% 338 2.5% 158 5.6
Mora 18 3 20.0% 12 80.0% 15 0.1% 3 22
Otero 326 93 25.2% 276 74.8% 369 2.7% 132 7.2
Quay 134 70 49.0% 73 51.0% 143 1.1% 104 40.9
Rio Arriba 228 68 28.7% 169 71.3% 237 1.7% 101 8.6
Roosevelt 157 46 32.4% 96 67.6% 142 1.0% 79 15.6
San Juan 779 151 19.4% 629 80.6% 780 5.7% 213 5.7
San Miguel 267 97 35.4% 177 64.6% 274 2.0% 120 14.5
Sandoval 689 88 15.0% 499 85.0% 587 4.3% 118 4.4
Santa Fe 686 131 20.1% 521 79.9% 652 4.8% 175 5.6
Sierra 94 19 20.4% 74 79.6% 93 0.7% 21 7.9
Socorro 167 18 11.5% 138 88.5% 156 1.1% 18 3.5
Taos 207 49 23.7% 158 76.3% 207 1.5% 71 9.7
Torrance 142 36 21.7% 130 78.3% 166 1.2% 45 8.8
Union 26 15 55.6% 12 44.4% 27 0.2% 19 16.7
Unknown 9 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0
Valencia 569 252 44.1% 319 55.9% 571 4.2% 398 20.0
State Totals 13,833 3,407 25.0% 10,200 75.0% 13,607 100.0% 4,985 9.7

Source: Sm06a01
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Notes:

1. Not al | Afaccepted repo
gations that are completed during the same
period in which the corresponding report
was accepted; therefore, completed investi-
gations will not match the number of
accepted reports.

2. For each county in New Mexico this table
shows the number and percentage of the
total investigations by their investigation
decisions.

3. fBubstantiated © i n a child abuse and/ or negl ect

investigation means the victim(s) is under the
age of 18, a caretaker/provider has been
identified as the perpetrator and/or identified as
failing to protect, and credible evidence exists
to support the conclusion by the investigation
worker that the child has been abused and/or
neglected as defined by the New Mexico
Chil drenbés Code.

4. fJnsubstantiated 6 means that the iinformation
collected during the investigation does not
support a finding that the child was abused
and/or neglected as defined by the New Mexico
Chidlren Code.

Source: SM06a01
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