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The Children’s Trust Fund of New Mexico

The Children’s Trust Fund was created by State statute in 1978. Our mission 
is to provide funding and support for the development of innovative and 
pioneering community-based programs that strengthen the social and 
emotional bonds between parents and their children.

The primary mission focuses on the importance of preventing child abuse 
and neglect among all children from birth to adolescence.

Funding from the Children’s Trust Fund is used by agencies to develop and 
provide new and distinctive programs that are unavailable in a community 
or geographic area. These unique and innovative projects will address one 
or more of the following issues:

Preventing the abuse and neglect of children living in New Mexico;

Providing medical, psychological or other appropriate treatment 
for children who are victims of abuse or neglect;

Developing community-based services aimed at the prevention and 
treatment of child abuse and neglect within the State.

The Children’s Trust Fund programs 
are funded by the sale of marriage 
license fees, the sale of license 
plate fees, interest income earned 
from the fund and the State 
general fund.

You can help, too!
By purchasing a license plate for your car, truck or 
motorcycle, the fee you pay will support the programs 
funded by the Children’s Trust Fund.

Carinos Child Development Center (Questa)•	
Children in Need of Services (Alamogordo)•	
Family Pride Foundation (Las Cruces)•	
Enlace Comunitario (Albuquerque)•	
PB&J Family Services Inc. (Albuquerque)•	
Sexual Assault Services of NW New Mexico (Farmington)•	
Youth Shelters and Family Services (Santa Fe)•	

Programs funded by 
the Children’s Trust Fund

State Fiscal Years 2011-2012

The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment 
Act defines child abuse and neglect as: 
“any recent act or failure to act on the 
part of a parent or caretaker, which results 
in death, serious physical or emotional 
harm, sexual abuse or exploitation, or 
an act or failure to act which presents 
an imminent risk of serious harm.”

Recurrent statistical data shows that 
slightly more than 15,000 calls are 
received in each six-month period 
alleging incidents of suspected child 
abuse or neglect in New Mexico.

Research indicates that very young 
children (ages three years and younger) 
are the most frequent victims of child 
fatalities. National data for 2007 showed 
that children younger than one year 
accounted for 42.2 percent of fatalities, 
while children younger than four years 
accounted for more than three-fourths 
(75.7 percent) of fatalities. These children 
are the most vulnerable for many reasons, 
including their dependency, small size 
and inability to defend themselves.

Vehicle License Plates: $42

Motorcycle License Plates: $22

Available at your local 
Motor Vehicle Office

Appointed by the Governor 
are board members for the 
Children’s Trust Fund

Erin Ferreira, Chair
Mavis Price, Vice Chair
Priscilla Chavez
Helen Davis
Roseanna Z. Gonzales

Loretta Ortiz y Pino
Mary Lee Serna
Amy Sisneros
Kim Straus



To receive more information about the 
Children’s Trust Fund or the programs 
funded by the Children’s Trust Fund, 

please call:

Ruthie Dearing, Program Manager 
(505) 841-4840

Sharon Aguilar, Board Liaison 
(505) 827-6098

Donations to support the Trust Fund 
may be mailed to:

 Sharon Aguilar, Board Liaison 
P.O. Box 5160 Room 209 

Santa Fe, NM 87502-5160
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Let’s keep our 

children safe!

Help! Prevent Child Abuse and Neglect!

If you suspect child abuse or neglect, 

Call 1-800-797-3260


